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Connecting to the Community
Board Members
Although it may finally seem that Covid-19 is on the retreat, we must remain
vigilant and watchful of the trends that are taking place in our nation, region,
and locally, so if need be, we can respond quickly if the virus resurfaces at highly
infectious levels. Having said this, it’s nice to return to some degree of normalcy,
and whereas normalcy is generally a good thing we cannot conduct business as
usual if it means marginalizing the value and accomplishments of people of
color. This would be a disservice to all young people and would have
a profound impact on their growth. There has been so much discussion about
what children are being taught and what they should learn. At our Club it’s
fairly simple; we will teach the truth, the good, the bad and the ugly.

James Rhyne, Director
Ryan Shirley, President
Denise Book
Ronnie Bush
Tammie Jamiska
Joe Kanosky
Patricia Norman
Ted Odendahl
Pete Servatius
Rev. Adron Simmons

On behalf of the staff, we wish you a wonderful rest of your summer!
James Rhyne
Executive Director, Boys & Girls Club of Freeport & Stephenson County

If you would like to
donate to the BCG,
please visit the
website at
bgcfreeport.com or
send checks or
money orders to:
511 S. Liberty Ave.
Freeport, IL 61032

2022 Scholarship Recipients Announced

Zariah 17, Emily 17 and MaKayla 17 were the recipients of $500 scholarships. Zariah's award is
on behalf of the Freeport Ministers Fellowship Alliance; Makayla and Emily received their
awards from the BGC and Freeport Black Alumni in honor of BGC’s deceased employee Ms.
Sheila Suggs. Zariah is a club member and Junior Staff, Emily and MaKayla, are sisters, in case
you are wondering, and employees as well. Congratulations on your scholarships.

CUB Scouts Pack 1189

FREEPORT HIGH SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

A grant from the IL Alliance of Boys & Girls Club has
brought after school to life at the Freeport High School. In
March, we were able to begin serving 50 youth at the High
School. Students are participating in a variety of ways, inperson and virtually. Staff assist with homework,
monitoring grades and credit recovery classes. We're
currently working with 22 seniors to keep them “on track”
to graduate and walk across the stage in May.

First Fundraiser: Cub
Scouts Pack 1189 is in the
middle of their first
fundraiser to help assist the
boys to go to camp this year,
and purchase uniforms and
supplies. The boys are very
excited to get back outside
and explore nature. When
the boys reach their goal of
$1000 they plan on going to
the Madison Zoo and Urban
Air. If you would like to
support our Pack and
purchase a discount card
contact Becky at 815-2331600 ext 125. Cards are $10
each.

In addition, we are working with ROTC students and their
Commander to increase the virtual gaming program to twice
a week to prepare for competition in the Fall. There will be
a summer component offered to students. Watch for more
information.

The Middle School
Traveling Basketball
team had tryouts in
March and started
league play in
Rockford at the UW
Sports Factory on
April 22nd. The team
is coached by John
Grilliot and other
mentors willing to
give their time to the
young men.
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Girl Scouts Troop 1189 Update
Girl Scout Troop 1189 Bronze Award
The Juniors and Cadettes from Troop
1189 worked together to raise money for
the K-9 unit. Destiny Jackson’s design
for a t-shirt was selected and printed on
shirts that were sold throughout the
community. The fundraiser was coming
to an end when COVID interrupted the
project. Recently, the girls voted and
added cookie money to make it a $1000
donation to the Stephenson County
Sheriff’s K-9 unit. Lily and Brooke
presented the check for Deputy Josh
Garrett and Deputy Propan. (Below)

If you would like more
information about scouts
or would like to sign your
child up call Becky
Spindler at 815-233-1600.

New Program
Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) awarded
the Boys & Girls Club Freeport & Stephenson County a
Community-Based Violence Intervention and Prevention (CBVIP)
Grant. The award of $179,047 will help engage service providers,
governmental agencies, law enforcement, faith-based, and general
community members to ensure that service providers and all
potential participants are aware of violence prevention resources
available in our community; develop collaborative partnerships
to ensure that youths’ immediate needs are met; and provide prosocial activities for the community.

Recognition and THANK YOU!
Longtime employee, Mr. Yancy Shipp was recognized by
Freeport Township as a recipient of the
First Annual Nikki Bender Public Service Award, for service to
the citizens of Freeport Township. Outstanding work Yancy
you are a true asset to the youth and residents in Freeport!
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FUN FOR ALL IN THE GAME ROOM
The Games Room at the Boys & Girls Club of Freeport and Stephenson County closed in
March 2019 because of COVID-19 safety precautions. More than 2 years later the Games
Room was reopened in April of 2022. Equipped with four table games include a billiards table
and bumper pool, foosball and air hockey game table it is one of the most popular areas in
the Club. In addition, there are many board games to engage members in their leisure time.

Black History Month
On February 23rd, the Club showcased
various African American inventors and
important facts in a Black History
Program. The program’s theme was
Dreams begin with Dreamers. Ms. Tasha
shared some background information
about the Black National anthem and Lift
Every Voice & Sing. Several youth
presented a skit and the BGC Nation
Dance Team performed an energetic afrobeats routine. Chandra Williamson, a Boys
and Girls Club alumni spoke inspiringly of
the importance of youth following rules
and learning from their mistakes so it
won’t hinder them from pursuing their
dreams. At the conclusion of the program
Ms. Tasha gave a special treat and sang “I
Believe I Can Fly’ and the audience went
up into joyful pandemonium!

New Employee
Spotlight
Meet Justin Williams

X-treme Summer Camp 2022
In preparing for Summer ’22. Students enrolled in afterschool programming could enroll for summer camp.
Camp is being held from Monday thru Friday from June
13th to August 5th from 12:00 to 4pm. Students will
concentrate on Math and Reading skills, experience field
trips to various locations, and work on Social Emotional
Skills to enhance their overall well being. All camp
participants must have a current membership to
participate.

Justin Williams, a native of
Freeport, has returned and is
serving our community with his
service and skills. Justin is very
influential and has been
impacting youth and adults
locally and throughout the
country. He advocates
positivity, productivity, health
and wellness. Justin has a
passion for fitness and
education. He currently is
teaching Yoga classes for youth
and parents and is a Cub Scout
Leader. BGC is a great fit for
him and we are excited to have
him join our team.

Thanks to the generous donations from First Lutheran
Welcome Justin!
Church Endowment, Freeport Recycle and other
donors we were able to replace several appliances
with new models. Thanks Joy, LaShun, and Greta for
THANK YOU!
your hard work.
The BGC is also supported by IL
Also, the agencies at King Campus (Amity, BGC, and
Head Start) are truly appreciative of a grant awarded
Department of Human
to BGC from Community Foundation of Northern
Services, IL State Board of
Illinois. The $26,918 award will help replace an
Education, Boys & Girls Clubs
obsolete security system with a new one that will help
of America, IL Alliance of Boys &
keep our kids safe.

Donor Recognition
Helm Group
Security First
Shoe Carnival
Freeport Recycle
State Bank
LMP Builders
Union Savings Bank
Midwest Bank
Modern Plating
Walmart
Hughes Resources
Chippewa Co.
FHN
Bocker Auto Group
U.S. Bank
Solutions Bank
Titan Tire Company
First Church of God
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SSM Health- Monroe
Freeport Community Foundation
Freeport Ministers Fellowship Alliance
Hastings Mutual Insurance Company
Dimond Bros Ins. Agency
Noon & Golden Kiwanis Clubs
Faith United Methodist Church
St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church
Furst McNess Company
Freeport Family Chiro. & Accupuncture
Savant Wealth Management
The Morse Group-Don Morse Fdn.

Girls Clubs, United Way of
Northwest IL, Community
Foundation of Northern IL,
Freeport Township, Northern IL
Community Action Agency,
Freeport School District &
Amity Learning Center

